
Golfers,
Dana Amberson and I spent last week in Scottsdale playing courses and 
negotiating to get the best courses at the lowest possible cost for our 
spring golf event in Scottsdale, AZ.  I am still negotiating, but here is the 
list of courses and their websites that we are going to play.  Scottsdale has 
220 courses in the city, and we are only going to get to play 6 of them, but 
we are going to play amongst the best six courses that we can get of the 
220.  I have included my thoughts on the courses based on my experiences 
with them.

TPC Scottsdale (two courses)  http://www.tpc.com/tpc-scottsdale

- Champions Course - This course hosts the final stage of the Senior 
Tour Q-School every other year.  It is more of a desert course than 
Stadium and has its own character. It is also the tougher of the two 
courses.  

- Stadium Course - This course hosts the Waste Management Phoenix 
Open each year, this year’s tournament is the last week in January 2015.  A 
really fun track to play, and with the ties to the PGA tour it is a place to 
compare our talents against the pros.  In my case, my talents didn’t fare too 
well against the best golfers in the world.

SunRidge Canyon  http://www.sunridgegolf.com

- I had played this course in previous trips to Scottsdale, but had 
forgot how nice of a desert course this is.  Its claim to fame is the Wicked 
6, holes 13-18.  SunRidge Canyon was ranked in the 2012 Golf Magazine Top 
100 courses you can play, and for good reason, it is a tough, but fun, golf 
course.

Troon North  http://www.troonnorthgolf.com/index.php

-  Troon North has two courses, Monument and Pinnacle.  I want to play 
both of these courses, but this is part of the negotiations I am still engaged 
in.  Dana and I played Monument, and in our opinion, it is a better, more fun 
course than either TPC course.  The 2012 Golf Magazine Top 100 courses 



you can play lists Pinnacle at #20 and Monument at #54. If Monument is 
#54, I want to find out just how good Pinnacle at #20 will be.

Whirlwind  http://www.whirlwindgolf.com/index.php

-  Whirlwind has two courses, Devil’s Claw and Cattail.  We played Devil’s 
Claw and really enjoyed it.  Whirlwind is a Troon Golf property and is well 
managed and maintained.  This is in Chandler, AZ, about 20 miles south of 
Scottsdale, but well worth the drive.

I checked with some hotels, but there wasn’t much interest in cutting us a 
reduced rate for the week we are traveling to Arizona.  I also checked 
VRBO and found some really good deals in Scottsdale.  For example, a five 
bedroom house with a pool rents for $2000 a week during May.  If split five 
ways, this would only cost $400 for each person/couple.  I think this is the 
way to go.  Some of you have hotel points that you can use as well, this will 
be fine.  I can make recommendations to you, but you will be on your own to 
find lodging.  Anywhere in the Phoenix area would be fine, but for best 
location I recommend somewhere in north Scottsdale.

For the competition, I plan to have two 36 hole tournaments and two 18 hole 
tournaments.  The TPC has cut us a much reduced rate if we play both of 
their courses, so the two TPC courses will be the location of one of the 36 
hole tournaments.  The other 36 hole tournament will be at either Troon 
North or Whirlwind, depending on how negotiations go.  SunRidge Canyon and 
either Troon North or Whirlwind will host the other 18 hole tournament.  
Given this format, if you don’t want to play golf all six days, you can drop out 
for one or two days and still have an enjoyable trip.  There is a lot to do in 
the Phoenix area, one thing that is fun is to take a one day trip to the Grand 
Canyon.  I recommend this if you haven’t been.  The Ping Golf factory is in 
Phoenix and has tours that I think would be interesting.  I haven’t taken this 
tour, but hope to some day.  Also, the University of Phoenix Stadium, 
location of this year’s Super Bowl, has tours that sound very interesting.  
There are many more things to do, these are just a few of what I would be 
interested in.



Cost of golf for all six days is going to be approximately $600, I won’t know 
the final number until negotiations are complete.  The TPC course will 
require a deposit to hold our tee times, so I will ask each golfer that wants 
to play the 36 hole tournament at the TPC courses to pay a $100 deposit, 
which will be due by January 15.  You can send this to me now, and I will put 
out reminders once negotiations are complete.

I checked airfare from Huntsville to Phoenix and found a fare of $405 on 
Delta for the week we are playing.  You can probably get better fares from 
Birmingham or Nashville, I just checked Huntsville to get an idea of the 
cost.

There is a lot here, but I have covered the major bases.  A lot of you have 
been asking me questions about this trip, I hope this answers a lot of those 
questions.  I will get an entry form out shortly once the final details are 
established.  I have estimated that 60 golfers will participate in this event 
and have made tee times for 60.  It is important for you to enter as soon as 
the entry forms are released, if we get more than 60 that is OK but I will 
have to increase my number of tee times.  I would hate it for someone to 
miss out because we could not increase the number of tee times we have 
now.  

I am excited about this event, hope many of you are as well.  This is a bucket 
list item for many of you.  We are all about putting golf events together that 
you want and will enjoy, I think this will be the best event we have ever had 
given he quality of the golf courses and the history of the Scottsdale/
Phoenix area.

Dwight


